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must maintain our decision. That does not preclude his being fairly, and even generously treated. But you must bear in mind, in considering Ins recent sayings and doings, that the thing is a commercial failure, utter and hopeless, and that he knows it
Disraeli did not rest content with solving the immediate difficulty. He made up his mind to secure British interests in the new waterway by obtaining some control over the company, whose c bankrupt' state seemed to provide an opportunity. Ho wont to work, not through the regular diplomatic agency, but by the private methods which he bad usod in the Government of 1858-1859, when be bad sent Karlo on a mission to Napoleon III. It was, on one side, a financial matter, and he invited in May the aid of the prince of financiers, his old friend 'Baron Lionel de Rothschild; with the result that RothsehiUrs eldest son, MVP. for Aylesbury, and afterwards Lord Rothschild, went over to Paris to intimate to Lcsscps that the British Government wore, prepared to purchase the ('anal if suitable terms could bo arranged. The mission was a failure. French patriotic fooling, then reviving after the disasters of the war of 1870, was not disposed to tolerate any surrender of French rights over a French canal; and Lessops, aftor his repeated rebuffs by England in past yours, and his quarrel with the British Government and British shipowners over the* tonnage question, was in no mood to renew his previous offers. Disraeli was disappointed, but waited his time, keeping constantly in touch with the ('anal authorities. l On more than one occasion/ he told the House* of Commons in 1870, i M. de Lessops came over hen* himself, and entered into communication with us as ho bad before with our predecessors, but. there was no possible moans of coming to any settlement winch would bo satisfactory to the proprietary.7
In the comparative culm of the first eighteen months of the Disraoli Administration, a few episodes in foreign affairs attract attention, and may serve to indicate the Prime Minister's aims and methods. A visit to London, but things really look as if this were the only way out of the scrape. . . .
